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April 24, 2020 

 
Parent Update #16 - Grading, Report Cards, Student Email Accounts, Green Ribbon 
Schools Award 

 
Dear OVSD Parents, 

 
This was a great week as our students came back from Spring Break ready to learn! I’m truly 
impressed by the progress we make each week in improving our Distance Learning model. 
The District’s goals during this time are to provide learning activities that build appropriate 
grade-level skills and content knowledge, maintain a connection between students and 
teachers, and account for the variety of demands this unique time places on students, families 
and staff. That being said, the transition to Distance Learning requires a different approach to 
student grading that will hold students harmless from the difficult circumstances they may 
face. 

 
Grading 

At our School Board Meeting this week, the OVSD Board of Trustees suspended Board 
Policy/Administrative Regulation 5121, which outlines OVSD’s normal grading system. Due 
to the physical closure of schools and the implementation of Distance Learning, that system 
is no longer appropriate.  

 
During the physical closure of school sites due to the coronavirus pandemic, OVSD will use 
a Credit or Did Not Participate in Distance Learning grading system.  The three primary 
reasons the Credit/Did Not Participate in Distance Learning method was chosen are (1) it 
meets the California Department of Education (CDE) “do no harm to students” criteria and is 
one of the CDE recommended options; (2) it does not penalize students who do not have the 
school supports readily available in their homes; and (3) it does not rely on the ability of 
parents to act as instructors, as there may be multiple school age children in the home, 
parents may be essential workers or working remotely during the school day, or sick, or caring 
for sick family members.  

 
Teachers will grade individual assignments with the intent to motivate and engage students, 
provide feedback to individual students, and to guide or adjust instruction.  It is very important 
that students stay engaged so that they acquire their current grade level essential standards 
in order to promote and be successful in the proceeding grade level in Fall, 2020.  

 
Our staff devoted many hours to this decision-making process, trying to ensure equity in the 
absence of ideal learning conditions for some of our students. As such, our focus on student 
safety and learning versus academic performance is appropriate during this challenging time 
period. We believe the move to Credit/Did Not Participate in Distance Learning will be in the 



best interest of all students. Again, this policy is temporary and will be discontinued when 
students and staff physically return to school. 

 
Report Cards 

 
Trimester 2 elementary report cards will be complete and available to parents through the 
Aeries portal on Monday, May 4.  If you need a paper copy of the Trimester 2 report card, 
please email your principal.  
  
Due to the timing of the COVID-19 school closure, middle school Semester 2 Progress 
Reports will not be generated. However, middle school students will receive a Semester 2 
report card using the new grading system, at the conclusion of the school year.   

 
Student Email Accounts 

  
We are excited to announce that OVSD students will now have access to an OVSD email 
account.  The student email accounts fall under the OVSD Outlook platform, and restrictions 
have been set so that students can only receive or send emails to teachers at their school 
site.  
  
Please find detailed additional information in the attachment to this communication titled 
"OVSD Student Email -- An Introduction for Students & Families.”   
  
If you have any questions, please contact your child's teacher.  

 
California Green Ribbon Schools Award 

 
I am thrilled to inform you that Golden View Elementary is one of only 25 schools throughout 
the state to earn a 2020 California Green Ribbon Schools Award. 

 
This award is really special as Golden View Elementary is an Environmental Science School 
with a motto of “recycle, reuse and repurpose.”  We are so proud that they have been 
recognized for conserving resources while promoting health and environmental literacy.  

 
Congratulations to Principal Lori Florgan, the staff and students at Golden View! Read more 
about this prestigious award here: https://bit.ly/CAGRS2020 

 
As always, thank you for your ongoing support. Please continue to visit our dedicated COVID-
19 resource webpage at ovsd.org/coronavirus for parent communications, information and 
resources. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Carol Hansen 

Superintendent 
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